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Sce ne  Synopsis

Th e  setting th rough out is th e  draw ing room  of th e  h om e  of George  Te sm an.

Act 1 A m orning in Se pte m be r 189 0

Th e re  w ill be  an inte rval of 15 m inute s

Act 2 Th e  sam e  afte rnoon
Act 3 Th e  follow ing m orning

Th e re  w ill be  an inte rval of 10 m inute s

Act 4 Th e  sam e  afte rnoon

Dire ctor’s Note

In a w orld th at w as ve ry class conscious and in w h ich  one ’s dutie s 
w e re  rigidly se t out, th e re  w as little  scope  for a w om an of 
inde pe nde nt m ind and lim ite d incom e . Re are d to tak e  h e r place  as a 
socie ty h oste ss but w ith out th e  m e ans to support such  a life style  afte r 
h e r fath e r’s de ath  H e dda Gable r found h e rse lf h aving to live  life  
according to a se t of standards and e xpe ctations totally alie n to h e r 
upbringing. O ne  afte r anoth e r sh e  se e s h e r h ope s and dre am s 
disappe ar.

H e dda Gable r is one  of th e  gre at plays of th e  19 th  ce ntury and one  
th at all involve d in th e atre  w ant to w ork  on at le ast once  in th e ir 
care e r. Eve ry ch aracte r is com ple x and ope n to a m ultitude  of 
inte rpre tations – none  m ore  so th an th e  role  of H e dda Gable r h e rse lf.

W e  h ave  h ad a w onde rful tim e  during re h e arsals as w e  h ave  argue d 
about th e  m otivation and m orality of th e  ch aracte rs and w e  h ope  th at 
you w ill find as m uch  to discuss as w e  h ave  afte r you h ave  se e n th is 
production of Ibse n’s m aste rpie ce . 


