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Dire ctor’s Note
“Bodas de  Sangre ”

Alth ough  only 38 ye ars old w h e n m urde re d by Franco’s 
ram paging fascists in 19 36, Lorca w as alre ady re cognise d 
as a le ading ligh t in th e  Europe an arts w orld. H e  w as 
prim arily a poe t but w as involve d in w riting, activism , 
e xpe rim e ntal cine m a and th e atre . O ne  w onde rs w h at h e  
m ay h ave  gone  on to produce  h ad h e  live d.

W h e n translating th is w ork  I de cide d to re m ain ve ry faith ful 
to th e  original script. It w as originally w ritte n h ow e ve r, w ith  
long passage s of poe try and song and som e  of th at h as be e n 
re duce d. Th e re  h ave  e ve n be e n pure  dance  ve rsions 
produce d for stage  and film  but I w as inte re ste d in 
pre se nting th e  w ork  as a pie ce  of dram atic th e atre . Th e  play 
is norm ally k now n as “Blood W e dding”, h ow e ve r I h ave  
lite rally translate d th e  title  to e vok e  th e  h istory of doom e d 
m arriage s in th e  various fam ilie s.

Conce rne d th at traditional m usic w as in dange r of 
disappe aring, Lorca collate d th e  “Cancione s Populare s” and 
m uch  of th e  incide ntal m usic in th is production is from  th at 
colle ction. Along w ith  th e  m usic, th e  se t is de signe d to place  
th e  audie nce  in Andalucia during a h ot, tragic sum m e r 
w h e n a young w om an love d by th e  sons of tw o fe uding 
fam ilie s m ak e s a fate ful de cision th at can only bring 
disaste r to th re e  fam ilie s. It is a story of love  and re ve nge  
and a re m inde r of th e  possible  conse q ue nce s of one ’s 
actions.

Th is is a rare ly pe rform e d w ork  by a w rite r pe rh aps not 
w ide ly k now n and I w ould lik e  to th ank  th e  Board of th e  
Ge ne sian Th e atre  Com pany for th is opportunity.

I w ould lik e  to e xte nd a spe cial th ank s to Grant Frase r, 
Ge off Kie ly and th e  H unte rs H ill Th e atre .


