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ACT 1

 15  minute interval

ACT 2 



“Just say the lines and don't trip over the furniture.”

The playwright John Osborne said, "Mr Coward is his own invention and 
contribution to this century. Anyone who cannot see that should keep well 
away from the theatre." And therein lay the fear. To confess, whilst reading this 
play for the first time, I did wonder how we were going to transfer these 
eccentric and often erratic individuals from page to performance without 
slipping into the murky area of stereotype and parody, which can happen with 
characters that are so easily identifiable as creations of Mr. Coward.
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About the Genesian Theatre

The Genesian Theatre Company is a non-professional group operating from an 
historic church in Kent Street in the heart of  the Sydney CBD. We boast among 
our alumni numerous household names in Australian theatre and film such as 
Bryan Brown, Baz Luhrmann, Judi Farr, and John Bell. We are, however, just as 
proud of  the hundreds of  talented amateur actors, directors, designers, lighting and 
sound specialists who have contributed to Sydney's unique little theatre over the 
years.

Over the years the company has developed into a group providing a training 
ground for young actors and a place where those who love the theatre can meet, 
share and extend their knowledge of  the performing arts. The Genesian Theatre is 
one of  Sydney's most active theatre companies. In addition to six or seven main 
stage productions each year we run classes, workshops and many other activities.

Membership of  the company is open to all people over the age of  eighteen.

The building that houses The Genesian Theatre Company was originally St John 
the Evangelist Church and dates from 1868. It has served as both a church and a 
poor school until 1932 when it became the Kursaal Theatre, housing the Sydney 
Repertory Company. In 1938 it became the first Matthew Talbot Hostel. Since 
1954 it has been the home of  The Genesian Theatre Company, which was formed 
in 1944.

Membership

If  your interest is in acting, directing, stage management, sound, lights, publicity, 
admin, etc, or if  you just want to experience being a member of  the group, we 
would welcome you as a member. You don't need to be experienced, we can 
provide training and can cater to different levels of  involvement. Please see our 
web site for further information.




